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Right-- Dead Right

By ROY O, GILBERT, M.D,

1. A. County Health Officer

Almost every day in the year
1,08 Angeles County chalks up
an  average of one pedestrian
death, Tn fact, pedestrian fatal:
ities accounted for almost 40 per|
eent of all traffie deaths in this
area last year,
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A serles of ‘six lectures on prac:
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‘eaused by of pedes
4 trlans themselves is not' record:

_“ed in'the coroner's.record, but
the National Safety 'Council re.
ports that for the nation as a
whole: three out of four pedes-
trians killed in traffic, dent

were themselves doing something:
unsafe if not actually violating
& specific traffic regulation,
Example Glven

A ‘good example of what is
meant by this statement is the
all too familiar case of the pe-
destrian who knows that when
a driver stops to let him cross
. the street at an intersection ali
other drivers traveling in the,
same direction in parallel lanes
= must also stop even though they
might not see him. As this' per-
son. walks  briskly in front of
the first car and is struck down
by a car in the parallel lane, he
has not violated a traffic regn-
lation, but he has certainly vio
Jated' one of the fundamenw.l
rules of traffic safety.

certainly not ‘excuse the driver
who hits the person on foot, but
it 'does indicate that the ‘pedes;
trian should have been  educat:

ed to: the fact that it takes more
i traffic regulations to pre-
vent traffic injuries or fatalt:

Hes. }

In relation to this'type of ac
cident, it has been said ‘more
than ‘once by very competent

dﬁm that on fast boulevards

they almost hesitate to stop for

a pedenrl-n. especially a child,

and motion him

of ‘the car because they wonder

‘whether or not he will carelessly

#tep into’ the path of another
. driver who will fail to stop Ina
parallel lane.

! “plan’é  See Him”
About half of all fatal acel
. dents to pedestrians happen af-
ter dark. The most common
gtatement made by ‘the driver of
the' car involved is that he dia
not 'see the person until it was
too Jate, Many of these fatall-
ties' could be prevented: if. a
wauld but’ remember
tadrlvereaxmotugmm as
‘a8 he can see the lights
2 car, Wearing or carrying
meuuns "white'is of course an

‘added protection that has sav-
Qd mmy a life. At night there
i more tired’ or sleepy driv-

.unethlngunuf e seems to
that driver education
' be supplemented with
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